
Sunday Reflection 

 July 5th 2020 

Compiled by Rev Dr Jean W Gallacher 

FRIENDS FOREVER (Part Two) 

© JWG 2018 
 

“A friend loves at all times”  

Proverbs 17:7 NIV 

“The pleasantness of one’s friend springs from his earnest counsel.”  

Proverbs 27:9 NIV 



 

WORDS of WELCOME 
 

Dear friends in Christ Jesus 

Wherever you are, I extend a warm word of welcome  

and hearty greeting of  Christian friendship to each one of you 

 

As we unite our hearts in worship 

We hold each other, very much, in thought and prayer. 

 

Today we explore our theme of  “FOREVER FRIENDS” a bit further 

 

 We think about our own friends—How special they are to us 

 We reflect upon Jesus’ friends—His disciples 

 We remember how Jesus calls us to be his friends  

 And Invites us to make others his friends too  

 

 

CALL to WORSHIP 

Jesus said, “I have come not to call you servants but to call you friends” 

Let us come to God in prayer. Let us pray: 

 



 

CHILDRENS HYMN: J.P: 136 

 

Jesus is a friend of mine, Praise Him! 

Jesus is a friend of mine, Praise Him! 

Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus is a friend of mine 

Praise Him! 

 

Jesus died to set us free, Praise Him! 

Jesus died to set us free, Praise Him!  

Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus died to set us free 

Praise Him! 

 

Jesus is the King of Kings, Praise Him! 

Jesus is the King of Kings, Praise Him! 

Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Jesus is the King of Kings,  

Praise Him! 

 

 Paul Mazak 

 © 1974, 1975, Celebration/Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 

 



CALL TO PRAYER 

“O what a gift! What a wonderful gift! 

Who can tell the wonders of the Lord? 

Let us open our eyes, and our ears, and our hearts - 

It is Christ the Lord, it is he! 
 

OPENING PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Almighty God, we praise you for your love which sustains and renews 
us, and we offer you our worship and our love; in the name of Christ 
our Lord. 

Father God, we know that you offer us new life in Christ, but still we 
shut your Spirit out of our hearts and our lives. 

Like silly, stubborn, children, determined to live in our own way and do 
our own thing, we have strayed far away from the paths that you want 
us to tread. Forgive us, Father God, take our failures, our half-hearted 
efforts, and by the power of your Holy Spirit, transform our lives. 

Like the parent who understands their children well, you know us and 
continue to love us, even though we fall short in our daily living. 

Abba, Father, since through Jesus Christ your Son, you have welcomed 
and accepted us, as your children, grant us power to give ourselves 
anew to you.  

Thank you loving God for your goodness and grace. 

Hear us now, O God, as we say the words Jesus taught us to pray: 

Our Father… Amen  



WHO WERE JESUS CLOSEST FRIENDS? 
 

SCRIPTURE 

From the Gospels we discover the names of the Twelve Apostles 
 

“Jesus went out into the hills to pray, and spent the night praying to 
God. When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose 
twelve of them, whom he also called apostles:  

SIMON (Jesus gave him the name Peter), and his brother ANDREW  

JAMES and his brother JOHN the sons of  Zebedee (Jesus gave them the 
name which means “Sons of Thunder”)  

PHILIP ;  BARTHOLOMEW (Known as Nathanael)  

MATTHEW ; THOMAS (also called Didymus); JAMES son of Alphaeus,  

SIMON who  was called the Zealot,   

THADDAEUS ( known as Jude or Judas, son of James) 

and JUDAS ISCARIOT, who  betrayed him. 

Later MATTHIAS was chosen to replace Judas Iscariot 
 

Jesus’ friends (followers) were men of ordinary means, working as     
fishermen, carpenters, tax collector, who experienced hardship , failings 
and doubts, during their following of Jesus. But all played a part in 
spreading the word of Jesus and Christianity. 

Jesus had other close friends too:  Mary, Martha, Lazarus, travelled with 
him and were part of his daily ministry. Each has a compelling story to 
tell. 



 

HOW WELL DID JESUS KNOW HIS FRIENDS? 

Jesus had “special names” for some of his friends. Names that reflected 
their character.   Let’s see if we can get to know them too. 
 

SIMON  

“When Andrew brought Simon to Jesus, Jesus looked at Simon and said, 
“You will be called Cephas which when translated is PETER “ He was 
strong willed and courageous, quick to speak, impulsive, impetuous. 
 

ANDREW 

He was originally a follower (disciple) of John the Baptist, who paved 
the way for Jesus arrival. Andrew was a fisherman. He is the disciple 
who found the little lad with the five loaves and two fish. 
 

JAMES & JOHN 

They were in fact Jesus’ cousins. Their mother Salome was Mary’s sister. 
Jesus “nicknamed” them the “Sons of Thunder” because of their stormy 
personalities. They were easily angered, quick to judge, and asked Jesus 
if they could sit at the right hand of Jesus which annoyed the other    
disciples. JOHN the younger brother of James was very close to Jesus 
and is often called his beloved disciple. JOHN wrote five books in the  
Bible. Can you name them? 
 

PHILIP 

He was slow to recognise Jesus but quick to share the news about Jesus 
with others, especially with his friend Nathanael Bartholomew.  



BARTHOLOMEW  (Also known as Nathanael) 

He was a friend of Philip, an honest man. Not much more is known 
about him. 
 

THOMAS  (Didymus) 

He was known as “Doubting Thomas” he seemed to be rather gloomy, 
easily discouraged and unable to see the forest for the trees. He was 
the only disciple not present on the first Easter Sunday. 
 

MATTHEW  

He was a tax collector who did not gain much respect in the community. 
 

JAMES (Son of Alphaeus) often referred to as “James the Lesser” 
 

THADDAEUS  

Thaddaeus is known by three names: Thaddaeus; Judas, Lebbaeus! 
 

SIMON (The Canaanite, the Zealot) 

The least known of the twelve disciples. Never mentioned except to list 
his name as one of the twelve disciples. 
 

JUDAS ISCARIOT 

He is known as the disciple who “betrayed Jesus” turned his back on 
him and handed him over to the authorities. 
 

MATTHIAS  

Chosen by the remaining eleven disciples to replace Judas Iscariot.  
 

Just as we have many different friends, so too did Jesus. 

Just as we have “special names” for our friends, so too did Jesus. 

Just as we are closer to some of our friends, so too was Jesus.  



 

OUR FRIENDS 
In scripture Proverbs 17:7 

Sums up friendship in six words: 

“A friend loves at all times” 
 

1.Take some time to think about your friends 
2. How well do you know your friends? 

3. What do you like to do with your friends? 
 

4.Do you have any “special” names” or 
    affectionate “nicknames” for your friends? 
 

5.Do you know what things they like and  
    What sort of things they don’t like? 
 

6. What qualities do you look for in a friend? 
 

7. If you could sum up friendship in less than    
    ten words, what would those words be?  
 



PRAYER 

Friends were with me today, Lord, people I love and who love me. 

People I trust and who trust me 

People I enjoy being with, no matter where, or how, or why. 

Friends were with me today. 
 

I thank you for my friends 

and for all they bring to my living. 

For the way they give of themselves to me, 

for the way they help me to give of myself 

and even be myself, and more than myself. 

I give  you my deepest thanks, Father, 

I thank you, Lord, for the simple but real kinds of support, 

and comfort, and strength I can draw from my friends. 
 

Most of all I thank you for the ways in which you reveal yourself 

to me through friendship, 

for all of the moments in which , 

through frail but wonderful human instruments,  

you sing to me of  grace and mercy, 

of the risk of commitment, 

and the challenge of response, 

of the strong, sure knowledge of acceptance, 

in the heart of a true friend, 

in your heart, my God and my Redeemer. 

Amen. 



WHAT WOULD WE DO FOR OUR FRIENDS? 

There’s a wonderful story in scripture that reveals how much four 
friends would do for their sick friend.  Let’s hear the story. 

 

STORY FROM SCRIPTURE 

The Man on the Roof 

Selected from Mark 2: 1-12  

The people heard that Jesus had entered Capernum. So many gathered 
to hear him preach. There was no room left, not even outside the door. 

Four men came carrying their sick friend on a stretcher. They could not 
get him to Jesus because of the crowd but would not give up. They 
made an opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, 
lowered the mat the paralysed man was lying on. 

When Jesus saw their faith , he immediately healed the sick man. 

“Get up,  take your mat and walk!” 

The sick man got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of the 
crowd. 

This amazed everyone and they praised God saying, “We have never 
seen anything like this.”   
 

In scripture we also read about how much Jesus would do for us. Let’s 
hear these words from the gospel of John: 
 

WHAT JESUS DID FOR US 

SCRIPTURE 

John  15: 13 

“Greater love has no-one than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends.” 



 

HYMN: CH4: 549 

 
How deep the Father’s love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That he should give his only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns his face away 
As wounds which mar the chosen One 
Bring many souls to glory 
 
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from all of this? 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
 
    Stuart Townend 
 
 



SCRIPTURE 

Letters from the Apostle Paul 

1 Corinthians 13: 1—7  & 2 Corinthians 13: 11 
 

From Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ to the congregation of God’s people 
at    Corinth… Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
  I may speak in tongues of men or of angels, but if I am     
without love, I am a sounding gong or a clanging cymbal. I may have 
the gift of prophecy, and know every hidden truth; I may have faith 
strong enough to move mountains; but if I have no love, I am nothing. I 
may dole out all I possess, or even give my body to be burned, but if I 
have no love, I am none the better. 

 Love is patient; love is kind and envies no one. Love is never 
boastful, not conceited, nor rude; never selfish, not quick to take of-
fence. Love keeps no score of wrongs; does not gloat over other men’s 
sins, but delights in the truth. There is nothing love cannot face; there is 
no limit to its faith, its hope, and its endurance. 

 ...Greetings from the congregation in Asia. 

 Greet one another with the kiss of peace. 

 This greeting is in my own hand 
    PAUL    

Finally, dear friends in Christ Jesus… listen to my appeal,     

be of one mind, live in peace.  

And the God of love and peace be with you. 
       (Extract from the New English Bible) 



  

SHORT REFLECTION ON A LETTER FROM A FRIEND 

 Whaw! whaw! Whaw! what beautiful letters from the Apostle Paul. 

I take my hat off to those who are faithful in writing letters to their 
friends on a regular basis.  With all the modern technologies, good old 
fashioned letter-writing, with paper and pen,  is in danger of becoming 
a dying art. 

During this Coronavirus crisis, like many others, I have endeavoured to 
revive this lost art in my daily work and witness.  I have written and 
posted out many, many, letters and cards to those who do not have   
access to mobile apps and such like. I pray they bring joy, for I know the 
delight I feel when I receive such  cards and letters from my friends. 

One of the great classics of letter writing, called an “Epistle” which 
means “Letter” can be found in the New Testament. Written at Ephesus
( In modern Turkey)  it was sent to Corinth in Greece in A.D. 54. It  was  
- as we have just heard - written by the Apostle Paul offering guidance 
to the people of Corinth on Christian morality and friendships.  

Born Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee and also a Roman citizen, Saul never 
met Jesus but he did persecute Christians. After experiencing a vision of 
Christ on the road to Damascus, Saul was converted and became a 
champion of Christ’s way. For nearly 30 years, Paul (as he was now 
known)  journeyed throughout the eastern Mediterranean establishing  
“churches”  and enduring many hardships. 

The purpose of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians was to lay down    
guidelines for the young growing churches. His great hymn of praise to 
love formed the heart of his pastoral advice on Christian friendships.   



What do we learn about Christian friendships from Paul’s letters? 
 

We learn what the Old Testament declared and Paul affirmed, namely 
that:  “A friend loves at all times” Proverbs 17:7 

Paul tells the growing churches, whatever you have experienced in life, 
“Rejoice”  Paul did not mean that life was all pleasant or that friendships 
would not have challenges to overcome. Life’s burdens, agonies and 
pains, or pleasant experiences, are known by us all.  Paul insists in the 
face of these , Christ ‘s strength allows us to “lift up our hearts”  in every 
situation. You have not been forgotten by God  nor should you be        
forgotten by your friends in Christ Jesus. A friend loves at all times. 
 

We further learn what the Old Testament declared and Paul affirmed, 
namely that:  “The  pleasantness of one’s friend springs from his       
earnest counsel.”  Proverbs 27:9 

As Paul writes, “Be of one mind.” If we need to mend our ways, or life-
styles in our friendships, then we should do so. There is little to beat the 
wise counsel of a good friend.  Differences of opinion will continue to 
fuel conflict between friends and fervent believers but the hallmark of 
Christian friends is not only to believe but to join their minds in the mind 
of Christ. The ways we spend our lives together are vital and  important 
to God. The grace of God, through the Holy Spirit has given us an         
opportunity to “pull ourselves together” by learning from one another 
and growing in faith together. Paul urges Christian friends to “be at 
peace” When we can live on the island of peace with the creator,        
sustainer God and in harmony with our most intimate friends, then an 
inner state of comfort or peace is one of our rewards.  

As a Jew, Saul of Tarsus knew these OT teachings. As a convert to             
Christianity, the Apostle Paul, follows Christ’s teachings and passes them 
on, in his letters, to me and you. As he writes, “Listen to my appeal.” 



PRAYER 

Father, we will share this day with others, 

if not physically in their presence, we will share this day in                  
some form of conversation or communication; perhaps on the phone, 
through email or simply with the cheery wave of our hand as we pass 
by a neighbour’s window. Simple acts that convey something deep, 
meaningful and often lasting. 

Thank you Gracious God for the different ways in which we engage with 
others to help them to know they are not alone but are part of your 
family the Church. 

Father God, as we pray for people in our local communities and in much 
further away places, fill us with the one power that can bring people  
together by attraction and not by compulsion  - the power of your love. 

In that power may we spend ourselves in healing broken relationships, 
reconciling misunderstandings and in binding up this splintered world 
where friendships are often fragile and relationships teetering on the 
edge of destruction. 

There are so many who need our prayers, Father, so many that, at 
times, we could almost despair of praying. Yet, we continue to pray in 
faith because people matter and you care about us. 

Today, we pray especially for all those with whom we share our          
everyday life. We pray for our family at home, and far from home.  

We pray for those who support us in our work, those who assist it or 
complete it. 

We pray for our friends and the time we share with them. Gracious 
God, in all we do this day, let our vision of friendship be set not by the 
boundaries of this world but by the horizons of your kingdom. Amen. 



 

HYMN:  CH4: 458 
 

At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow 

Every tongue confess Him, King of glory now 

‘Tis the Father’s pleasure, we should call Him Lord 

Who from the beginning was the mighty Word 
 

Humbled for a season to receive a name 

From the lips of sinners unto whom he came 

Faithfully he lived here, spotless to the last 

Raised was He victorious when from death he passed 
 

In your hearts enthrone Him, there let Him subdue 

All that is not holy, all that is not true 

Crown Him as your captain, in temptation’s hour 

Let His will enfold you in its light and power 
 

Brothers, this Lord Jesus, shall return again 

With His Father’s glory, with His angel-train 

For all wreaths of empire, meet upon His brow 

And our hearts confess Him, King of glory now 

      

       Caroline  Maria Noel (1817-1877) 



 

 

BLESSING 

 

  Jesus is knocking 

  Patiently waiting 

  Outside your heart’s  closed door 

  Do not reject Him 

  Simply, accept Him 

  Now and forever more   

     (J.P:135: Gordon Brattle) 

 

  May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

  The Love of God 

  And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

  Be with you 

  This day and always 

  Amen 
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